
Friday, September 3, 2021
 
 
Dear Jr/Sr High Families:
 
Good communication is very important, and good communication is a two-way
street.
We will share news and announcements with families in our weekly
newsletter, with special emails, texts, phone calls, and frequently on the
school's main Facebook page or under Covid-19 Updates.
 
We encourage you to share your questions, concerns and words of
encouragement whenever you have the urge. The old fashioned way is to
have your student carry a note to school. This is often the best way to get a
message, a form, or payment to the office. It is difficult to "catch" a teacher
during a free period. Email is the best way to a contact teacher. The formula
for our email addresses is the person's first name initial followed by the last
name @rockfordlutheran.org. For example: dgillingham@rockfordlutheran.org
.
 
At the parent night held Thursday, September 2, I took a minute to explain the
path to action that we use when changes to protocols, practices or policies are
on the docket:
 

1. We determine who gets to make decisions and their relation to Rockford
Lutheran School. Often we are called on to implement the rulings of
others: Illinois State Board of Education, Illinois High School
Association, our accreditation group, or a unit of government.

 

1. When we receive a directive, guideline or requirement we frequently
have unanswered questions, gray areas requiring definition, or promised
pending clarifications.

 

1. As we look at the directives, we infuse our own institutional assessments
with the interpretations and intended spirit of the decisions made by
others.

 

1. Finally, we determine a strategy for implanting the directives that have
been given to us.

 
This process, of course, allows for changes in the guidance, interpretations
and implementation of our protocols, practices and policies.



 
With all of this in mind, we will be following the protocol below for lunch at
3411 N. Alpine (Jr/Sr High). At lunch we will observe the following seating
arrangements:
 

3-foot distancing for students in the MPR

 

6-foot distancing for students in the Auditorium  

 
Parents should be aware that, in the event that a student reports a
positive Covid test, two factors will determine the need for others to
quarantine:
 

1. Whether students around the positive tester are determined to be a
"close contact." A close contact would be a student with a 3-foot
distance and no mask for a 15-minute cumulative exposure to a
positive tester.

 

1. The vaccination status of students determined to be a "close
contact?"

 
It is important that parents talk with their students and give them direction on
the preferred lunch seating. We are not able to monitor student seating
choices or determine whether a student is following the direction of their
parent.
 
Thank you and God Bless!


