
 

 

 

 

August 5, 2021 

 

 

Dear Rockford Lutheran Families, 

 

As you may know, Governor Pritzker announced an Executive Order that requires masks to be worn indoors at 

schools by teachers, staff, and students of all grade levels.  Rockford Lutheran School chooses to be a state 

recognized school.  This status helps our students in their pursuit of college placement, allows for participation 

in the Illinois High School Association, and makes us eligible for funding that would otherwise not be available.  

Because we desire to be recognized by the State of Illinois, the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) has the 

authority to require compliance with the Executive Order. 

 

Parents, as investors in their child’s education, have the right to determine their child's educational 

environment.  

 

There is a widespread understanding that in-person education is the 'gold standard' for our 

students.  Rockford Lutheran is confident that the education offered last year at all grade levels provided 

opportunities for student growth.   

 

Rockford Lutheran School continues to grow into the change.  The past two school years have taught us much 

about providing education through non-traditional delivery systems.  Be assured that Rockford Lutheran 

School is equipped and prepared to offer curriculum that can serve the needs of all students.  Students at 

Rockford Lutheran Academy may benefit from part-time in-person learning.  Students at the Jr/Sr High School 

will have the option of synchronous remote learning in the majority of their classes.   

 

Mitigation protocols for the Academy and Jr/Sr High School are summarized on separate pages below.  Please 

note that mitigation strategies are contingent upon Winnebago County and the State of Illinois and are subject 

to change.  To access the most current mitigation protocols and Covid updates for Rockford Lutheran 

Academy and Jr/Sr High School, please visit our website (www.RockfordLutheran.org) or use the link that 

follows:  https://rockfordlutheran.org/covid-19-updates/ 

 

Of this much we are certain:  Rockford Lutheran School is a Christ Centered community that can respond to 

change.  We will continue to communicate all relevant information and answer any question with the highest 

level of transparency.  Thank you for your patience, understanding and prayers as we continue to navigate 

these unprecedented times. 

 

Let's begin this school year in the Lord. 
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ROCKFORD LUTHERAN ACADEMY 

MITIGATION PROTOCOLS 2021-22 

AS OF 08/05/2021 
 

 

Existing RLA Protocols 

1. Masks must be worn indoors at schools by teachers, staff, and students of all grade levels.  

2. Students will be assigned seating with a 3-foot distance between their heads or have plexiglass 

between them when the distance is not possible. 

3. Visible markers will be in place demonstrating the 3-foot distance. 

4. Health checks will be done for everyone entering the building, including the taking of temperatures 

and asking a few basic questions.  

5. Weekly COVID-19 intake forms will be sent home and required to be returned.  This questionnaire 

asks about travel, symptoms, contacts, etc.  

6. Desks/chairs will be disinfected before a different student sits in that spot. 

7. Water fountains will be used only for filling water bottles.  

8. An isolation room will be available for students who demonstrate symptoms as they await pick up. 

9. Students who are sent home with symptoms will need clearance to return to school. Clearance may 

come from a negative test or a doctor’s note.  

10. Students exposed to someone who is positive and students who test positive will quarantine per 

WCHD guidelines. 

11. Rooms, playgrounds, and other facilities will be disinfected using a fogging machine daily. 

12. Appointments are required for anyone wanting to visit a classroom. 

13. Contact tracing will be initiated by the nurse. 

 

 NEW RLA Protocols 

1. Masks will not be required for any outdoor activities.  

2. All indoor events will be limited to the number of people that can remain 3 feet apart in the given 

area.  Masks are encouraged in these larger group settings.   

  

 

 



ROCKFORD LUTHERAN JR/SR HIGH SCHOOL 

MITIGATION PROTOCOLS 2021-22 

AS OF 08/05/2021 

 

 

Existing Jr/Sr High Protocols 

1. Masks must be worn indoors at schools by teachers, staff, and students of all grade levels.  

2. Students will be assigned seating with a 3-foot distance between their heads. 

3. If classrooms are at max capacity and the roster calls for more spaces, “flex” assignments will be 

made.  

4. Visible markers will be in place demonstrating the 3-foot distance. 

5. Temperatures will be taken for everyone entering the building.  

6. Everyone entering the building will be asked basic questions about travel and testing.  

7. Desks will be cleaned between classes. 

8. Water fountains will be used only for filling water bottles.  

9. Backpacks will be allowed to lessen the number of trips to lockers.  

10. An isolation room will be available for students who demonstrate symptoms as they await parentally 

approved departure from school.  

11. Any room in which a student with symptoms has been present will be disinfected with a “smoke 

machine”.  

12. Students who are sent home with symptoms will need clearance to return to school. Clearance may 

come from a negative test or a doctor’s note.  

13. The health office will initiate contact tracing.  

 

 NEW Jr/Sr High Protocols 

1. Masks will not be required for any outdoor activities.  

2. To reduce traffic in locker rooms, dress for PE is optional. 

  

 

 

 

 


